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'Intelligence 1 

DATA BACKED! 

— r . I 

Top Defense Officials De- 
fend Shift In Estimates 


Washington, March 27 cpi 

America s top defense officials 
have strongly defended shifting i 
intelligence estimates' as an ef- 
fort to make the best use possible 
of information on Soviet military i 
might, j 

Representative Mahon <D 
Texas', chairman of the House 
Delense Appropriations suhcom-, 
mlttee, warned, nevertheless, he 
"ould not tolerate for one min- 
ute' 1 any possibility that intelli- 
gence information had "been 
tailored for political purposes.' 1 

Highly censored testimony made 
public loday by the subcommittee 
had Mahon and Representative 
l ord <R., Mich, t closelv question- 
ing the Secretary of Defense, Rob- 
ert S. McNamara, and Gen. 
Hyman L. Lemnitzer, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, about 
charges intelligence information 
had been rigged. 

Points To Estimates 
ford sam Pentagon estimates 
appeared to show a "missile gap'' 
compared with the Soviet Union 
one year and United States weap- 
ons superiority twelve months 
later. 

, h ouid there be any possibility 
01 ll 'vm being rigged."’ Mahon 
asked. 


ste no Men possibility what- 
soever." Lennitzer replied. •[ 
h iow the individuals involved and 
1 know tliat thjy are not politically 
motivated. 1 1 ri conv inced of this 
as a matter A fart." 

Umnitze.- ;oded. "Hie esti- 
mates that I i ive been presented, 
•jre (he jiMflaiei of ihe United 
States int-diigi-i.cc Board, as diey 
vere last year, and as were those 
presentfi. ;y tr y predocossors, and 
ns wiil V nose that will be pre- 
sented by the services," I 

Pro ■ eei ;d Into Future 
McNair s rj addid that in areas 
not cover to jv this joint ir.tol- 
hgence nan I had relied or, 

pecializr*! military inlelligenee 
and projr.'Led it .- o eral years into 
t lie future 


■ . We just beiicr use all the 
intelligence-gathering techniques 
'H‘ enn, otherwise the reliability 
el these ligurcs have little or no 
' nine as far as r am conccrni-d,' 
l ord said. ' | 

hater, (Jen. Frederic H. Smith.! 
Jr . An- Force vice chief of staff, 
was questioned about the chance 
in estimates of Russian missile 
strength. 

He said the change in estimates 
<hd not reflect any lessening So- 
viet capacity. 

They had the capacity," Smith 
said. It is a recognition that they 
*id not do what our intelligence 
pj gglc thought they would do.” 
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